International Symposium

The Challenges of Religious Pluralism and Dialogue

“The West, the Middle East and Japan”

Sousse, 31 May - 2 June 2007 

May 31st (Thursday): Opening 

Session 1: Opening session

	14.30 - 15.15
	Opening session 

Dr. Ahmed N. Hélal, President of the University of Sousse

Dr. Wade Clark Roof, Director of the Walter H. Capps Center for the Study of Ethics, Religion and Public Life - University of California, Santa Barbara

Dr. Salah Hannachi, Ambassador of Tunisia in Japan

H.E. Dr. Lazhar Bouaouni, Minister of Higher Education

	15.15 - 15.40
	Dr. Mhamed Hassine Fantar, Member of the Chamber of Councilors, Holder of the Ben Ali Chair for Dialogue among civilizations and religions, Tunisia 

“Dialogue among cultures and religions: what and how?

	15.40 – 16.05
	Dr. Tim Jensen, Secretary General of the International Association for the History of Religions, University of Southern Denmark 

“Bridging academy and journalism in the age of religious pluralism : the case of the cartoon crisis originated in Denmark”

	16.05 - 16.30
	Dr. Mary McGee, American Academy of Religions, Columbia University 

“How to broaden the western perspectives in the study of religion : attempts of the AAR in international contexts ”

	16.30 – 16.45
	Coffee break

	16.45 – 17.10
	Prof. Susumu Shimazono, former president of the Japanese Association for the History of Religions, University of Tokyo 

“Peace through Reform of Herat-Mind: Buddhist Pacifism and Ecumenism in Contemporary Japan”

	17.10 – 17.35
	Dr. James Beckford, former president of the International Society for the Sociology of Religion, University of Warwick 

“Islam and European Experiences”

	17.35 – 18.15
	Commentators (6 mns each): 

Mr. Roger Bismuth, Member of the Chamber of Councilors, Vice president of UTICA

Dr. Mohamed Haddad, Holder of the UNESCO Chair on comparative studies of religions, University of Manouba

Dr. Hatem Ben Othman, former Minister of Education and President of the Tunisian Organization of Education and Family

Dr. Lynn Hannachi, University of November 7 at Carthage

Mr. Mohamed Driss, Director of the Tunisian National Theatre

Dr. Tarek Chehidi, Cabinet Advisor, Ministry of Education and Training

	18.15 – 18.30
	Short Q&A session

	18.30 – 18.45
	Closing remarks : 

Dr. Abdelaziz Chebil, General Director of the Center for Research and Study on Dialogue of Civilizations and Comparative religions, Sousse


	19.30 – 
	Welcome reception


June 1st (Friday): Academic sessions 

Reconsideration on Religious Pluralism and Inter-religious Dialogue in Light of Islam and the Middle Eastern Experiences 

Session 2: Islam and Religious Pluralism in Europe

Co-chairs:

Dr. Mhamed Hassine Fantar, Member of the Chamber of Councilors, Holder of the Ben Ali Chair for Dialogue among civilizations and religions

Dr. James Heisig, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

	9.30 – 10.00 

10.00 – 10.10
	Effie S. Fokas, London School of Economics, U.K. 

“Islam within the Changing Religious Landscape of Europe”

Comments by Recep Boztemur, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

	10.10 – 10.40 

10.40 – 10.50
	Nancy Venel, University of Lyon 2, France 

“Islam in France: Identities, Belief and Practices”

Comments by Desislava Pulieva, Center for Religious Studies and Consultations “St. Cyril and St. Methodious” Sofia, Bulgaria

	10.50 – 11.15
	Coffee break

	11.15 – 11.45 

11.45 – 11.55
	Annalisa Frisina, University of Padua, Italy 

“Young Muslims of Italy”

Comments by Titus Hjelm, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands

	11.55 – 12.30
	Q&A


Session 3: The Study of Religion and Interreligious Dialogue in the Middle East

Co-chairs:

Dr. Jalloul Jribi, President of the Higher Islamic Council of Tunisia

Dr. Manabu Watanabe, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

	14.30 – 15.00 

15.00 – 15.10
	Hajer Ben Hadj Salem, University of Monastir, Tunisia 

“Tunisia: The Foundations of Pluralism in a Modern Muslim State”

Comments by J. Shawn Landres, University of California, Los Angeles, USA

	15.10 – 15.40 

15.40 – 15.50
	Mabrouk Mansouri, University of Sousse, Tunisia 

“Comparative Religious Studies in the Arab World and Modernization Tendencies”

Comments by Holly Grether, University of California, Santa Barbara, USA

	15.50 – 16.05
	Coffee break

	16.05 – 16.35 

16.35 – 16.45
	Ziad Fahed, Notre Dame University, Lebanon 

“Lebanese Religious Pluralism and Inter-religious Dialogue: Chances and Challenges for the Third Millennium”

Comments by Akiko Sumi, Kyoto Notre Dame University, Japan

	16.45 – 17.15
	Q&A


Session 4: Closing session

Co-chairs:

Dr. Salem Bouyahia, President of Ez-zitouna University

Dr. Michiaki Okuyama, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

	17.15 – 17.40
	Floors’ comments and questions

	17.40 – 18.00
	Closing remarks (10 mns each): 

Dr. Koichi Mori, Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions, Doshisha University, Japan

Dr. Eileen Barker, London School of Economics, U.K.

Dr. Paul Swanson, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. Ahmed N. Hélal, President of the University of Sousse, Tunisia


	18.00 - 18.30
	Closing speech: 

H.E. Dr. Sadok Korbi, Minister of Education and Training


June 2 cd (Saturday): Cultural activity
08:00 – 17:00: Cultural tour to Kairouan & El Jem

Organizers:
Ben Ali Chair for Dialogue among Civilizations and Religions, Tunisia

University of Sousse, Tunisia

Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Center for Research and Study on Dialogue of Civilizations and Comparative Religions, Sousse, Tunisia

Supporters:
Japan Foundation (Pending)

Walter H. Capps Center for the Study of Ethics, Religion and Public Life, The University of California, Santa Barbabra, U.S.A.

TAJ (Tunisian Association of Alumni of Japanese Universities)

CANMRE

Organizing committee:
Dr. Salah Hannachi, Ambassador of Tunisia to Japan

Dr. Ahmed N. Hélal, President of the University of Sousse, Tunisia

Dr. M’hamed Hassine Fantar, Member of the Chamber of Councilors, Ben Ali Chair for Dialogue among civilizations and religions, Tunisia

Dr. Paul Swanson, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. James W. Heisig, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. Abdelaziz Chebil, General Director of Cent. for Res. and Study on Dialogue of Civilizations and Comparative Religions, Sousse, Tunisia

Dr. Manabu Watanabe, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. Mondher Afi, Cabinet Advisor, Ministry of Education and Training

Dr. Moez Torki, University of November 7 at Carthage, Tunisia

Dr. Chokri Allani, Tunisie Telecom, Tunisia

Ms. Kimiyo Yamaura, University of Tunis El Manar, Tunisia

Dr. Michiaki Okuyama, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. Tarek Chehidi, Cabinet Advisor, Ministry of Education and Training, Tunisia

General coordinators:
Dr. Michiaki Okuyama, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, Japan

Dr. Tarek Chehidi, Cabinet Advisor, Ministry of Education and Training, Tunisia

Report editing team:
Dr. Abdelaziz Chebil, General Director of Center for Research and Study on Dialogue of Civilizations and Comparative Religions

Dr. Hédi Jatlaoui, University of Sousse

Dr. Michiaki Okuyama, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

Dr. Mondher Afi, Cabinet Advisor, Ministry of Education and Training

Dr. Mohamed Bouhlel, University of Sousse

Dr. Mabrouk Mansouri, University of Sousse

